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WELCOME!  WELCOME BACK! 
Guests coming to school are always welcome, but on Friday we had very 
special guests stop in. 
 

Over 100 Kindergarteners from Angier Elementary, our neighboring school 
down the street, came over to watch our Kindergarten class perform their 
upcoming Thanksgiving presentation.  The songs were well received, as were 
the treats presented child to child to our visitors, who also brought along 
flowers. 
 

In addition, having flown in straight from Israel earlier in the day, HDS Alum 
Marcus Loebenstein (Class of 2012), now serving in the IDF in a classified unit, 
mingled with students, spoke about his experiences, and greeted former 
teachers. 
 

Alumni News: we are very proud to share with you that Dena Gordon (Class  
of 1998) Kobre has been named Founding Head of School for Na’aleh, a new girls high school in Northern New Jersey, and 
Isaac Attia (Class of 2004) is the OU – Jewish Learning Initiative leader at Brandeis University.  We are very proud to have two 
more alums taking on important leadership positions aimed at building a vibrant Jewish American future. 
So much to be thankful for!  

 
 

CHARIDY COMING 
Calling on each family and supporter: please make our upcoming 24 hour, on – line CHARIDY fund raiser a success. 
By volunteering to spend time at school and by contacting friends and family, we will be able to raise $500,000 of 
funding to build our program.  Stay tuned for details next week.  
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 Parshat Toldot 
OVERVIEW: Parshat TOLDOT (Gen. 25:19 – 28:9) 
After twenty years of marriage without children, Yitzchak's prayers to Hashem are answered and Rebecca conceives twins, Esav 
and Yaakov. The pregnancy is extremely painful. Hashem reveals to Rebecca that the suffering is a microcosmic prelude to the 
world-wide conflict that will rage between the two great nations descended from these twins - Rome and Israel. Esav is born 
first, and then Yaakov, holding onto Esav's heel. As they grow up, the contrast between the twins becomes apparent: Esav is a 
hunter, a man of the field, of the physical world, whereas Yaakov sits in the tents of Torah developing his soul. On the day of 
the funeral of their grandfather Abraham, Yaakov is cooking lentil soup, the traditional mourner's meal. Esav rushes in, 
ravenous from a hard day's hunting, and sells his birthright (and its concomitant spiritual responsibilities) for a bowl of soup, 
clearly demonstrating his unworthiness for the position of the firstborn. Yitzchak tries to escape to Egypt when a famine strikes 
Canaan, but Hashem reminds him that because of the akeida (where he was  offered up as a sacrifice) he has become holy and 
must remain in the  Holy Land. Instead he relocates to Gerar in the land of the Plishtim, where, to protect Rebecca, he has to 
say that she is his sister. Yitzchak arouses jealousy when he becomes immensely wealthy, and Avimelech the king asks him to 
leave. Yitzchak re-digs three wells dug by his father, prophetically alluding to the three Temples which will be built in the 
future. Avimelech, seeing the blessings that Hashem has bestowed on Yitzchak, makes a treaty with him. Yitzchak, sensing the 
end of his days approaching, summons Esav to give Esav his blessings. Rebecca acts on a prophetic command that the blessings 
must go to Yaakov; she arranges for Yaakov to impersonate Esav and receive the blessings. When Esav in a rage of frustration 
complains to his father that his brother has bought his birthright, Yitzchak realizes that the birthright has been bestowed 
correctly on Yaakov who has valued its responsibilities rather than its privileges, and confirms the blessings he has given. Esav 
vows to kill his brother, and so Rebecca sends Yaakov to her brother Lavan where he may find a suitable wife.  (C) 2017 Ohr 
Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA: Our father Abraham faced ten moral tests and 
overcame each of them. It is interesting that most of the 
commentators that describe and enumerate these ten tests do 
not identify Abraham as being the son of Terach as one of 
these ten tests. One can easily think that this perhaps would 
have been one of the major tests in his lifetime. But the Torah 
takes into account a fact of human nature that, in one way or 
another, every generation strives to be different than the one 
that precedes it. Sometimes this is for good and sometimes 
not. 
  
Abraham differed from Terach in a good way. Eisav differed 
from Yitzchak in a negative fashion.   The greater challenge 
seems to be to emulate and builds upon the positive attributes 
and accomplishments of one’s forbearers. The challenge faced 
by Yitzchak was to emulate his father Abraham, to spread the 
idea of monotheism in a pagan and violent world, to dig once 
again all of the wells that his father had dug, from which the 
life giving waters of Torah would again flow for the benefit of 
everyone. 
  
It is easier to rebel and discard than to continue and replenish. 
The world is always unenthusiastic about revisiting old wells 
even if they have been proven to be bountiful and eternal. The 
prophet Yirmiyahu complained about the people of his time 
seeking new wells that do not really contain water, and 
abandoning old wells that are yet bountiful and blessed with 
water and sustenance. This would be the great test for 
Yitzchak and later for his own son Yaakov, in transmitting the 
legacy of Abraham and creating the Jewish people. 
  
The challenge of continuity spanning the generations, and their 
relationship one to another has been the internal challenge in 
Jewish life throughout the ages of our history. We have always 

longed to be fresh, new and different than our ancestors.  Any 
new idea or ideal in world civilization always had Jewish 
adherents, even when it was obvious that it was against their 
own self-interest to advocate that new fad or ideal. 
  
And, we have paid very dearly for those monumental errors of 
judgment and policy. Jewish history is littered with the 
wreckage created by these empty wells. And the non-Jewish 
world is complicit in this debacle. Avimelech, the king of the 
Philistines repeats the same grievous moral error made with 
the wife of Abraham, with the wife of Yitzchak, never 
connecting the two events. 
  
When it comes to the Jewish people, the attitude of much of 
society is not to learn from the past. One would think that by 
now the world would have absorbed the lessons of self-
destruction that anti-Semitism brought upon those hateful 
societies, and continues to bring to its proponents. But, alas, 
such is not the case. 
  
For centuries on end, the Philistines and others would 
continually make new peace treaties with the Jews only to 
revive fresh hatred and violence as a “new” tactic in their 
enmity towards the Jewish people. We have our challenges but 
so does the non-Jewish world.  Ours is to retain continuity and 
carry forward an inspiring spiritual legacy; theirs is to discard 
and reject the hatred and bias.  Let’s hope we can all succeed. 
 
Shabat shalom. Rabbi Berel Wein  © 2017  
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Mazal Tov… 
...Joe & Jennifer Lerner, Grandparents Steve & Bobbe Reitman and Allen & Toni Gruber on Jordan Lerner’s Bar Mitzvah.  
...Chanah Rachel and Yehoshua Leake on the birth of a baby boy. 
...Nisso Adato on becoming Bar Mitzvah and to proud parents, Moris and Rebeca Adato. 
...Yeshua(HDS Class of 2005) and Yael Attia on the birth of their baby boy, Yirmiyahu and Mazal Tov to grandparents to Morah 
Perla and Jerry Attia. 
...Yisroel Peikes (HDS Class of 2008) on his marriage to Esti Bernson, and to proud parents Rabbi and Chavi Peikes  
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       First Grade Parsha Play                            Today’s Rosh Chodesh Assembly 
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Join us for Food, Vendors, Raffles, Games, Bouncy, 

Sports, Music & MUCH MORE! 

Sunday, Dec. 3 

10:00 am-1:00 pm 

@ Hebrew Day 

Admission is FREE! 
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